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Letter From President 

 

Ladies, it’s been a very busy year!  I’m glad I had 

the opportunity to serve as President of the 

chapter this past year.  I can now check this off 

of my bucket list!  (Ha! Ha!)  I’ve done many 

things in my life on detours and being the 

Chapter President was one of them.  It has been 

a great experience and this has created an 

opportunity to know many of you more closely.  

I appreciate the incredible support I’ve had this 

year from the members of the board and many of you long-time 

members.  It truly does take a village! 

 

As we close this chapter fiscal year, let’s turn our thoughts into how 

to make the 2019-2020 year one of growth.  We’ve had some growth 

through the diligent efforts of members.  Let’s keep the momentum 

going! 

 

 
 

Donna Patterson 

       Chapter President 

South Texas Money Management, Ltd. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CORPUS CHRISTI EDITION 

2018-2019 Officers & 

Directors 

 
President 

Donna Patterson, South Texas Money 

Management, Ltd. 
 

Vice President 
Gracie Martin, Ensemble Group 

 

Secretary 
Mary Beth Riley, D & R Sales Co. 

 

Treasurer 
Mary Jane Hamilton, TAMUCC 

 

Ways & Means 
Carla Hoffman and Charlotte Hintz, 

HRS, LLC. 
 

Membership Director 
Sharon Trott, Sustaining 

 

Sergeant-at-Arms 
Linda Calhoun, Marlin Works 

 

Programs 
Holly Lewis, Inspire Magazine 

 

Director At Large 
Dr. Bunny Forgione, TAMUCC 

 

Publications Director 
Mary Helen Johnston 
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Membership Moment 

 

Stonewater Properties is a British Columbia-

based real estate investment firm.  Regional 

Manager Cherylyn Boyd has more than 20 

years’ experience in commercial real estate 

management and leasing.   She received both 

her BBA and MBA degrees from Texas A&M 

University-Corpus Christi.   She has been active 

in BOMA and school organizations with her two 

children.  Her hobbies are traveling, boating, 

fishing and hanging out at the island. She looks 

forward to actively participating in EWI and 

believes monthly interactions and events can 

help foster relationships with other professional 

women.     

 

 

Judith Cutright is not a native Texan but her 

husband charmed her into coming here as fast 

as she could!  She has over 20 years’ experience 

in the media industry and specializes in 

branding and image.  Her firm produces 

training, educational, and point of sales videos 

and other programming.  She has three grown 

children – a daughter and twin sons.  She is 

involved with the Downtown Rotary, Salvation 

Army and Public Relations Society of America.  

In her spare time, she enjoys reading and being 

part of the Wittigs Book Review group and 

working out with Lisa Wright and the Your 

Personal Best Training Studio. 

 

 

 

DATES TO NOTE 

 

September 18-21, 2019 

LCAM in Milwaukee, 

Wisconsin 

 

September 25, 2019 

EWI Fall Fundraiser 

Alamo Drafthouse 

 

September 26, 2019 

KEDT Classic Brew 

 

October 7, 2019 

Noon EWI Chapter Meeting 

at the Corpus Christ Art 

Center 

 

October 12, 2019 

Reading Rally at YWCA 

 

November 8, 2019 

Yuletide Market Holiday Inn 

Downtown Marina 

10:00-3:00 

 

Myra Lombardo 

introduces Cherylyn Boyd 

Janet Maxwell introduces 

Judith Cutright 
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Reading Rally 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

YWCA Wall Mural 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Every woman looks better with a little bit of color! Have you 

driven down Corona Drive and seen the beautiful and 

colorful mural on the side of the YWCA? This member firm 

made a splash this summer with this lovely colorful addition 

to our Corpus Christi landmarks. Kudos to the YWCA! 

This year’s Reading Rally “Get Connected Through Reading” is 

Saturday, October 12, 2019 at the YWCA. For the past 19 years EWI has 

supported the YWCA Reading Rally to benefit Y-Teens: This year’s event 

will honor Bam Benning. Our speaker is Liza Wisner. If you haven’t already 

signed up to volunteer, please let me know before the next meeting. 

 

Thank You, 

Gracie De Russe 
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EWI September Speaker 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                    

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
        
 
 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Todd A. Hunter was born in Bartlesville, Oklahoma on August 26, 

1953.  He attended the University of Kansas (1971-1975) and Southern 

Methodist University Dedman School of Law (1975-1978).  Hunter 

has practiced law since November 1978 in Corpus Christi.  Todd and 

his wife, Alexis Taylor Hunter, have three children:  Todd Jr., 

Michael, and Christina. 

Hunter was originally elected to the House of Representatives in 1988 

and served four terms.  In 2008, Todd returned to the Texas House as 

the Representative for District 32 and was re-elected in 2010, 2012, 

2014 and 2016 

 

Rep. Todd Hunter is currently serving his tenth term as a state representative after running unopposed for 

re-election in 2018.  For the 86th Legislative Session, he was appointed to the powerful State Affairs 

Committee and Criminal Jurisprudence Committee. 

Speaking at the September meeting, State Rep. Todd Hunter outlined four major areas of importance to the 

Coastal Bend and the state.   Those areas are suicide prevention awareness, oyster farming, the Texas 

Windstorm Insurance Association, and economic growth over the next 5 to 7 years.   

Hunter said suicide is a growing concern throughout the state and that he formed a task force of students, 

educators and others to help develop a plan for greater suicide prevention awareness.  One of the outcomes 

is that every September will be known in Texas as Suicide Prevention Awareness Month.     

One of the new bills passed in the last legislative session allows for oyster mariculture in Texas.  Hunter said 

it will create greater prosperity for Texas coastal areas benefiting oyster farmers, restaurant owners, and the 

environment.  

Hunter spoke of his battles with the Texas Windstorm Insurance Association and success in freezing an 

increase in rates for 2019.  Calling Corpus Christi a “growth zone,” he also spoke of the potential for 

economic growth in this area over the next 5 to 7 years, growth fueled by oil field related activity and a shift 

in population from California to Texas.   

State Representative Todd A. Hunter 
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EWI Presents: 

 

Wednesday, September 25th  

Put on your “Dancing Queen” shoes, grab your friends and join us 

for a fun evening benefitting EWI!  Prizes for best costumes.    

 

Tickets are $75 and include: 

• Admission to the event 

• Dinner 

• Movie 

• Giveaways 

• Networking  

• FUN 

Agenda for the evening: 

• 6:00 Silent Auction Opens & Appetizers served 

• 6:30 Preorder dinner if not staying for the movie and eat in the 

lounge or get it "To Go" 

• 7:30 Awards & Announcements, Silent Auction closes 

• 7:45 Pre-movie Party inside our private theatre 

• 8:00 Movie starts 

Sponsorships still available!  Contact Carla Hoffman @ 361-510-

0044 
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Individual Member category 
 

Standing Rules proposed change 
 
The Membership Committee has discussed over the last several months whether or not the Individual Member 
category is a good fit for the Corpus Christi chapter.  At its August 6, 2019 meeting, the committee agreed to 
recommend to the board a change in the Corpus Christi Chapter Standing Rules eliminating this membership 
category.   
 
The board approved the recommendation during its August 28 meeting.  It will be presented to the full chapter 
for a vote sometime after LCAM in September.  Often, there are bylaws changes that happen at LCAM that 
necessitate a change in our chapter Standing Rules.  The desire is to address all changes at the same time. 
 
Background:  In an effort to give struggling chapters more flexibility for growing membership, EWI Corporate 
formed a Special Committee in 2013 to look at the Individual Member classification.  They reported their findings 
and recommendations at LCAM 2014.  A survey was also sent to all EWI representatives.  
 
The recommendation of the Special Committee and the survey responses indicated support for the Individual 
Member classification. It was also determined that firms and individuals co-exist as members of other 
professional organizations. The vote taken at LCAM 2014 was in favor of adding the Individual Member category, 
and it was incorporated in the Chapter Bylaws. Chapters were given the option of including it or not in their 
Standing Rules.  In 2014, the Corpus Christi chapter approved a change to its Standing Rules to include the 
Individual Member category. 
 
The wording of the rule as adopted by the Corpus Christi chapter is:  

Individual Member.  The Chapter may vote in an Individual Membership class of membership.  An 
Individual Member shall be an employee of a business that is not a Member Firm of the Chapter.  An 
Individual Member shall not promote such business. (Standing Rule #19) 

 
After careful consideration, the Membership Committee agreed that this membership category does not work 
well with the non-compete and business networking aspects that are important to our chapter.   
 
Reasoning:  

• The rule requires an Individual Member to be employed by a business that is not a current member.   

• An Individual Member cannot promote a business.  This is not well-understood and could be ignored, 

forgotten, or abused.  If the Individual Member works for a business that is a competitor of a current 

member firm, it could present conflicts if it is perceived that the Individual Member is promoting the firm. 

• Value is lost to all chapter members when an Individual Member cannot fully participate in networking or 

in promoting her business.   

• An Individual Member prospect must go through the approval process, however, there are few guidelines 

for approval of or objection to a proposed Individual Member.   Objections to business member prospects 

can be based only on conflict of interest from a firm in the same business category or for the negative 

status in the community (Standing Rule #3).   This would not seem to apply to a prospective Individual 

Member as the firm is not the entity being considered for membership. 

• Individual Member dues are the same as a Business Membership. 
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